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Introduction

At Hill Mead, we ensure that all pupils make maximum progress in school. We are as inclusive as

possible, with the needs of pupils with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) being

met in our mainstream classrooms for the vast majority of the time. Hill Mead has a Social,

Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) resource base. This reflects our specialist skills and experience

in this area. Additionally, we support children with a range of other SEND needs. If we can meet your

child’s needs, and there is capacity in their year group, we will never turn your child away.

The information below details the offer within the school and ways in which children access the
support they need.

Universal Support: The Hill Mead way

The fundamental way of supporting children with SEND to make best progress at school is through
high-quality classroom teaching.  At Hill Mead, we have developed universal classroom practices that
strongly contribute to the successful learning of children with SEND:

● Calm and quiet classroom environment
● Embedded routines
● Clear, consistent and high expectations
● Non-verbal communication
● Relationship-focused approach to support children’s behaviour choices
● Engaging school curriculum
● Differentiated resources to suit all children’s attainment levels/needs
● Small group adult support

In some instances, children with SEND require additional targeted support beyond the offer in the
classroom.

Targeted support

Hill Mead has three Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCos): Anna Beatty (currently on

parental  leave), Matilda ffrench and Megan Watkins. These SENCos manage and oversee all support

for children with SEND.

There are 5 areas of SEND:

● Communication and Interaction (CI)

● Cognition and Learning (CL)

● Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)

● Physical and/or Sensory (PS)

● Independence and Community Involvement (ICI)
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Identifying children for additional support
Class teachers are constantly assessing their children’s learning and development. If your child’s class

teacher has concerns about your child’s progress in one or more areas, they will have a discussion

with you in coordination with the SENCos. We welcome and encourage parents/carers to also raise

any concerns they have about their child’s learning or development with the class teacher or SENCo.

The class teacher and SENCo, in coordination with you, will then plan and deliver additional support

for your child in this area.

External professionals
The majority of targeted support will be planned and delivered by Hill Mead staff. In some cases, a

referral may be made to an external specialist agency. These include:

● Speech and Language Therapy (SaLT)

● Occupational Therapy (OT)

● Educational Psychology (EP)

● Lambeth Autism Advice Service (LAAS)

● School Nurse

● Community Paediatrics (Mary Sheridan Centre)

● Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS)

● Specific Literacy Difficulties (SpLD) Support – Access 2 Literacy or Bloomfield Learning Centre

● The Kids Network (a mentoring charity)

● Ebony Horse Riding Club

Types of support
The following list is not exhaustive, but indicative of the types of additional support available at Hill

Mead. Some of this support will happen within the whole-class setting, whilst others will be outside

of the classroom in a small group or 1:1 setting.

SEND Area of Need Provision Staff / Professional Involved

Communication and

Interaction (CI)

Vocabulary group Speech and Language therapist

Teaching AssistantsGrammar group

Colourful Semantics

Lego therapy

Verbal reasoning group

Problem solving group

Attention Autism group

Listening and attention group

Turn taking group

Cognition and Learning

(CL)

Additional 1:1 reading Beanstalk Reading Volunteers

Teachers

Senior Leaders / SENCOs

Teaching Assistants

SpLD Specialist Teachers

Additional spelling support SpLD Specialist Teachers

Teaching Assistants

1:1 Literacy/Dyslexia lessons SpLD Specialist Teachers

Times tables group Senior Leaders / SENCos
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Teaching assistants

Basic number / arithmetic group Teaching assistants

Task planners Teachers

Teaching assistants

Social, Emotional and

Mental Health (SEMH)

Emotional literacy support 1:1 Emotional Literacy Support

Assistants (ELSAs)

Social skills group Teaching assistants

Zones of Regulation Teaching assistants

Teachers

Horse riding lessons Horse riding instructors

Teaching assistants

Social stories Teaching assistants

Teachers

SENCos

Small-group structured play Teaching assistants

Conflict-resolution reflection

sessions

SENCos

Teachers

Teaching assistants

Attention and focus techniques

(e.g. sand timers)

Teachers

Teaching assistants

Physical and/or Sensory

(PS)

Additional handwriting practice Teaching assistants

SENCos

Fine motor skills: e.g. cutlery

skills, tying shoe laces, ruler skills

Occupational Therapist

Teaching assistants

Fine motor skills: theraputty

Gross motor skills

Movement breaks

Independence and

Community

Involvement (ICI)

Road safety Teaching assistants

Kids network mentoring (outside

of school hours)

Volunteer mentors

Reviewing progress
After a period of intervention, your child’s progress will be assessed. If they are making the expected

progress, or are on track to doing so, they will continue to have this support until they have achieved

the intended outcome. It may be that this support will be ongoing in order for them to achieve the

intended outcome.

SEND Support Plan (SSP)
If your child is still not making the expected progress or is presenting with a high level of needs, your

child may be put on an SEND Support Plan (SSP).

The SENCo, class teacher and yourself will meet to discuss concerns any of you have, further referrals

to external professionals that could be made and what additional support could be put in place at

school and home. This support plan will be a written document that outlines the agreed targets for

Page 4 │ 5



SEND INFORMATION REPORT | Hill Mead Primary School

your child, the provision that will be put in place, and when this support will be reviewed. At the end

of the review period, one of the following actions will be taken:

● your child has made accelerated progress and will be taken off an SSP

● your child has made some or little progress and will remain on an SSP for another

intervention period, with a new cycle of targets and provision written into their SSP

Specialist Support: Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCPs)

Applying for an EHC needs assessment
If, despite the support of three cycles of an SSP, your child still needs greater or more specialist
input, the school - or you - can recommend that the Local Authority makes a statutory assessment
for an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).  This is a legal process and you can find full details
about this in the Local Authority (LA) based Local Offer, Lambeth website:

Lambeth's SEND Local Offer | Lambeth Council

This is done in full partnership with you and your child. One of the SENCos will compile reports

written by all external professionals who have worked with and/or assessed your child, along with

parent/carer, child and school views. After the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority,

the LA will decide whether they think your child’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided),

are sufficient to need a statutory assessment.

Finalised EHCPs
If a statutory assessment is approved, and the LA panel agrees that your child requires this level of

support, an EHCP will be issued. The school will then make its best endeavours to put in place the

support identified in the plan. The progress your child makes against the outcomes in their EHCP will

be regularly reviewed and their provision adjusted appropriately.

Annual Reviews
Once a year, an Annual Review will be held. This is a statutory meeting where the views of the

parents/carers, the child and all relevant professionals are shared. The child’s progress towards their

current outcomes and targets will be reviewed and new targets/outcomes established. This

paperwork is submitted to the Local Authority and any necessary adjustments to your child’s EHCP

will be made.

Points of contact

Your first point of contact to discuss your child is their class teacher or a SENCo.

● Megan Watkins SENCo Nursery - Year 3

● Matilda ffrench SENCo Year 3 - Year 6

The Head teacher, Richard West, or the SEND Governor, Peter Druin, may also be contacted.
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